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Modified Corn Variety Controls
Moths and Beetles

Following a thorough evaluation, a new Mon-
santo corn variety has been approved for use. The
product, called YieldGard Plus, is the first genetically
engineered crop that has the ability to control two
different insect groups. The corn produces two dif-
ferent Bacillus thuringiensis (or Bt) proteins, ena-
bling it to be protected from leaf and stalk damage
caused by insects such as the European corn borer (a
moth) and from root damage caused by the corn
rootworm (a beetle). EPA evaluates these types of
crops, called plant incorporated-protectants, under
the Agency’s pesticide regulatory authorities. This
new variety of corn was produced by traditional
breeding of previously-approved plant incorporated-
protectants. The previous varieties are “MON 810”
(YieldGard) and “MON 863” (YieldGard Root-
worm), and the associated Bt proteins are Cry3Bbl
and CrylAb. EPA carefully evaluated data regarding
this new “stacked” product and considered the pub-
lic comments submitted during its review process in
reaching a decision about this registration.

More information on EPA’s biotechnology regu-
latory program can be found at: http://www.epa.
gov/pesticides/biopesticides.

EPA distributes its Pesticide Program Updates to
external stakeholders and citizens who have ex-
pressed an interest in the Office of Pesticide Pro-
gram’s activities and decisions. We have established
an electronic listserve for people who want to keep
abreast of pesticide issues and decisions. This update
service is part of EPA’s continuing effort to improve
public access to Federal pesticide information.

To subscribe or unsubscribe the automated mail-
ing list, visit: http://www.epa.gov/oppfeadl/cb/
csb_page/form/form.html.

For general questions on pesticides and pesticide
poisoning prevention, contact the National Pesticide
Information Center (NPIC), tollfree, at: 1-800-858-
7378, by e-mail at npic@ace.orst.edu, or by visiting
its web site at: http://npic.orst.edu.

For information about ongoing activities in the
Office of Pesticide Programs, visit our homepage at:
http://www.epa.gov/pesticides/. Or call or write:
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