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The American Biological Safety Association (ABSA) was founded in 1984 to promote Biosafety as a scientific discipline and serve the growing needs of biosafety professionals throughout the world.  ABSA’s Goals are to provide a professional association that represents the interests and needs of practitioners of biological safety internationally and to provide a forum for the continued and timely exchange of biosafety information.  ABSA strives to remain the world’s premier resource for biosafety.  ABSA currently has 1600 members worldwide, with 289 international members from 37 countries in addition to the United States.  Our members are from a variety of industries, including government laboratories, universities, equipment manufacturers, and the pharmaceutical and biotechnology organizations.  In the last 10 years, ABSA’s membership and attendance at our annual biosafety conference have each doubled.  ABSA is preparing for continued growth in the next decade as we expand our activities to anticipate the needs of our domestic and international members.  This report outlines the efforts of ABSA since the last IFBA Meeting in Miami, FL in October 2009.
International Activity

ABSA has engaged in more international activity in the 8 months since the last IFBA meeting than in any previous year in recent memory.  The following is a summary of ABSA’s international efforts.

· ABSA hosts a Delegation from the African Biological Safety Association (AfBSA)


The AfBSA President, Dr. Willy Tonui, Professor Paul Okemo, Dr. Mogaka Mongare, 
Mr. Hillary Imire, and Mr. Sammy Baya, visited the ABSA main office in May 2010. A 
photo of the delegation is provided below.  Their main goals were to learn more about the 
establishment and maintenance of a 
biosafety organization.  They were very interested 
in the administrative efforts required 
to sustain ABSA.  AfBSA delegates were also 
interested in learning how to best utilize volunteers.  We also had a chance to discuss 
AfBSA priorities and needs with Dr. Tonui. 


AfBSA’s critical needs were developing capacity for diagnostic and clinical laboratories, 
identifying mentors, training, and hands-on experience in Biosafety.  Also mentioned 
were lab design and equipment maintenance, policy and regulations, credentialing, 
networking and funding.  Emergency response, hazardous waste management and 

Industrial Hygiene capability were also identified as critical needs as AfBSA begins its 
growth as an organization. 


ABSA is committed to assisting Dr. Tonui and AfBSA with meeting the goals of its 
mission.  ABSA will participate in the 2011 AfBSA Conference in Cairo, Egypt by 
assisting with a training work shop and planning for the event.  ABSA will also explore 

joint grant submissions with AfBSA to address the funding needs for the development of 
formal biosafety programs in Africa.
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Sammy Baya, Dr. Willy Tonui (AfBSA President), Ben Fontes (ABSA President), Dr. Paul Okemo, Ed Stygar (ABSA), Hillary Imire, Dr. Mogaka Mongare
· CEN Workshop 53:  Biosafety Professional Competence

ABSA has assigned two delegates to participate in this new CEN workshop led by our 
counterparts at the European Biosafety Association (EBSA).  ABSA’s goal in the process 
is to generate an agreement on the requirements for the certification of Biosafety 
Professionals around the world.  The group will identify the required skill sets and 
develop a proposed core curriculum for a biosafety professional.  As this document is 
developed, ABSA will ensure that its own RBP and CBSP designations are in alignment 
with the CEN Agreement.  We hope to work with our international partners to reach an 
agreement that is suitable for all parties.  

· CEN Workshop 55: Guidance Document for CWA 15793:  2008, Laboratory Biorisk Management Standard

ABSA is again supporting this important initiative with by providing 25,000.00 of 
funding to the project and the full support of 2 ABSA delegates to participate and see the 
document to its completion.  

· Asia Pacific Biosafety Association (APBA) Conference, Seoul, Korea
 
ABSA was pleased to attend the 5th annual APBA Conference, entitled, “Advancing 
Biosafety Technology and National Legislation in the Asia-Pacific.  President-Elect 
Karen Byers, RPB, CBSP, attended on behalf of ABSA and also provided a platform 
presentation entitled, “Lessons Learned in Laboratory Acquired Infections:  Clinical 
(Diagnostic) vs. Research.”  


Two ABSA delegates were also invited to participate in a Biological Threat Reduction 
Program meeting sponsored by the U.S. Department of Defense, Defense Threat 
Reduction Agency, held just following the APBA conference.

· European BioSafety Association (EBSA) Conference, Ljubljana, Slovenia


The ABSA President, Ben Fontes, CBSP, will attend the 13th Annual EBSA Conference 
in Slovenia, and will also present a poster, “Development of Validation Protocols for a 
New BSL3/ABSL3 Containment Laboratory.”  ABSA will also participate in the 20th 

Meeting of the International Federation of Biosafety Associations (IFBA) in Slovenia, 
which will be held at the close of the EBSA Conference.  
· Egyptian Biosafety Conference, October 2010


ABSA has been asked to participate in a presentation to Scientific Research and other 
Administrative Directors in Egypt on the importance of Biosafety Associations.  Ed 
Stygar, ABSA Executive Director, and a practicing Biosafety Professional to be named 
later will travel to Egypt to make this presentation and also participate in Egypt’s first 
ever Biosafety Conference.  

· IFBA International Conference, February 2011


ABSA will support the 1st ever IFBA International Biosafety Conference entitled “Global 
Biosafety and Biosecurity:  Taking Action,” to be held in Bangkok, Thailand.  ABSA has 
provided a donation thus far equal to the cost of the speaker’s gifts for the annual ABSA 
Conference, which will be used to support a speaker at the event.  ABSA will also work 
with IFBA to identify a Biosafety Professional or other delegate to the Conference.

· United States Department of Agriculture, Agricultural Research Service (USDA/ARS) International Biosafety Symposium


ABSA is assisting with the management, planning and implementation of the first ever 
USDA/ARS International Biosafety Symposium, scheduled for February 2011 in the 
Washington, DC area.  Veterinary Biosafety is the focus of this event.  The goal is to 
create a biennial conference analogous to the biennial CDC Biosafety Symposium.  More 
information about the USDA/ARS International Biosafety Symposium is available on the 
ABSA website.

Membership Survey

ABSA polled its members early in 2010 regarding satisfaction with the organization, needs of our members, and to identify any problems, issues or trends.  ABSA received a very favorable rating from our members, citing the opportunities available at the conference as the most highly rated offerings (pre-conference courses, the scientific program, exhibits, and networking).  The strength and quality of our volunteers was also noted on the survey and we are very proud of the percentage of ABSA members who volunteer to assist the organization.  We also noted issues associated with the economy, which has prevented some members from attending the conference.  Distance learning for advancing biosafety knowledge and also for continuing education credits was cited as the most pressing need for our members.  The survey also provided ABSA with a list of specific course needs and topics to focus on in future meetings.  The survey results were forwarded to ABSA Team Leaders and Committee Chairs.  The survey has also been posted on the ABSA website for member review.
Distance learning has been an activity provided by the ABSA Professional Development Team (PDT), which has offered to professional development courses on the web to date.  In order to address the expanded needs of our membership and biosafety practitioners worldwide, the PDT held a strategic planning session after our last conference to identify how to best maintain the wide array of offerings and activities provided while anticipating and meeting the future biosafety needs worldwide.  The principle change in the team following the session was the creation of an Advisory Leadership Group to assist the PDT with identifying needs, establishing priorities, developing and implementing plans.  ABSA believes that this new structure will help improve our response capacity to member’s educational needs across the globe.
Accreditation of BSL3 Labs

ABSA also polled its members regarding our Lab and BSL3 Program Accreditation initiative.  We noted that member views on the initiative varied widely, with a majority still in support of the proposed program.  To date, ABSA has not launched this program.  We have asked our Accreditation Task Force to prepare a brief white paper to clearly explain the focus of the program to the membership.  ABSA is also exploring various management structures to oversee the accreditation process as we move forward.  Again, this will be an initiative that will once again place ABSA in a position to call upon our volunteers to assist with the peer review inspection process.  

Legislative Committee

In the last 3 years, the U.S. government has issued 8 separate reports related to biosafety and biosecurity and proposed regulations for high risk biohazards.  In order to inform our membership of the proposed rules and to best represent their interests in our response to the government, ABSA’s Legislative Committee has developed an omnibus statement to frame ABSA’s position on the variety of biosafety and biosecurity initiatives proposed.  The draft of the ABSA position statement has been forwarded to ABSA’s newly formed Biosecurity Task Force.  Once finalized, it will be issued to key members in the U.S. government and will be posted on the ABSA website.  
Technical and Regulatory Review Committee

The expanding regulatory landscape has kept the ABSA Technical and Regulatory Review Committee very active in 2010.  They have provided written responses to the request for comments on the risks of synthetic biology, the CDC/APHL Biosafety Competencies for laboratorians, an update of the NIH rDNA Guidelines, and are currently working on a response to OSHA’s request for information related to the regulation of infectious diseases in the workplace.  All completed comments are posted on the ABSA website.

Alliances & Outreach

In addition to the expansion of our efforts internationally, ABSA has seen tremendous growth in the outreach with similar organizations.  Events and/or alliances have been made or pursued with the following groups.
· Elizabeth R. Griffin Foundation (ERG Foundation)

      ABSA is pleased to announce that the ERG Foundation has identified ABSA to be their  

       Principal Partner.  ABSA will also sponsor the Centers for Disease Control and 

       Prevention/Eagleson Institute’s Occupational Health Conference in Boston, MA in June   

2010. ABSA will have two representatives on the Agenda, who will also be present to 

answer any questions regarding the organization during breaks in the program. 

· BIO International/Biosecurity Conference

ABSA moderated a Roundtable, entitled “Mitigating Risk: Personal Reliability and Infrastructure Security.”  Speakers from the USDA and CDC Select Agent programs presented along with representatives from industry and academia.  ABSA’s Biosecurity Task Force assisted with developing a roster of questions for the panel and the audience.  ABSA will secure exhibit space at this event in 2011.

· American Industrial Hygiene Conference and Exposition

ABSA has established a reciprocal booth agreement with the American Industrial Hygiene Association (AIHA) and exhibited at their 2010 conference.  The ABSA/AIHA liaison also put together a Round Table on containment laboratory management comprised of ABSA members that we well received.

· Association for the Advancement of Laboratory Animal Science (AALAS)

      ABSA will have an exhibit at the 2010 AALAS Conference as well as present a platform   

      presentation on an Animal Biosafety topic.  ABSA’s liaison is also participating in the   

      development of an online training program for Animal BSL3 for researchers and animal 

      handlers.

· American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA)

      ABSA is currently seeking an alliance with the AVMA and will attend their 2010 Conference   

      and will present an exhibit booth promoting ABSA.  An AVMA representative has also       

      been named as a member of the Steering Committee for the 2011 USDA ARS 
International 

      Veterinary Biosafety Conference.

· U.S. Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA)

       The ABSA/OSHA alliance continues to grow with initiatives established by both sides.  This 

       OSHA will present a pre-conference workshop at the 2010 ABSA Conference in Denver.

Respectfully Submitted,
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Benjamin Fontes, MPH, CBSP

ABSA President

AfBSA Visit to ABSA National Office











